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The next day was Sunday, 17 June. The foreign guests
were treated to an uncommon privilege: they were given a
conducted tour round part of the Kremlin. In recent
years the treasures of the Kremlin have been seen by very
few people—Russians or foreigners—and it was a sign of
the high standing of the Academy that this visit was allowed.
The Kremlin museums are packed with property formerly
belonging to the Tsars: pearl-studded ikons, gold and
silver plate, and quaint knick-knacks such as a small model
train made in platinum, from the Imperial nursery. The
Kremlin palaces are like most palaces, cold and draughty
and smelling strongly of furniture polish (a commodity
very hard to obtain in Russia). The Kremlin churches,
now (1946) in course of restoration, are magnificent.
And finally in the Kremlin there is the meeting-place of the
Supreme Soviet, like a monster nonconformist chapel,
where deputies from all over Russia meet occasionally,
and the Praesidium occupies what correspond to choir
stalls. The visiting scientists were shown in which oak
pews the Belorussians sit, the Uzbeks, Georgians, Armenians,
Karelians, and the rest; and the guide was disconcerted by
a question from one of the British delegation: ' Where
does the Opposition sit? *
In the evening there was a second instalment of the
formal sessions of the Academy. This time the meeting
was in the historic Hall of Columns, which was decorated
with enormous portraits of Lenin and Stalin and inscrip-
tions * Long live the great invincible banner Marx-Engels-
Lenin-Stalin! Long live Leninism!' This meeting began
at 7 p.m. and lasted for foui* hours. There were three
formal addresses: one by Zelinsky, the doyen of chemistry
in Russia, and now in his eighty-fifth year; another by
Delaunay, on Russian mathematics; and the third by
Yurev, on aerodynamics. Most of the evening was devoted
to the presentation of addresses of congratulation, of which
there were no less than 300. Some of them were magni-
ficent documents, handwritten on vellum with illuminate^

